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Who’s in the Chair?
Otto Orondaam was posted to Lagos state for his National Youth Service
Programme where he worked in one of the biggest banks in the country.
Several months into his service he realised that on his way to and from
work daily, several children hawked on the streets, cleaning the
windscreens of cars and in several neighbouring slums there were
thousands of children who were not going to school. He studied further
and realised that Nigeria had over 10million out of school children as
published by the United Nations and this challenged him to do something.
He decided to resign from the bank and start an organization called
Slum2School Africa in February 2012 with a passion to touch lives,
provide education for the less privileged children and also inspire others
to do the same. Today Slum2School has been able to provide access to
education for over 600 disadvantaged children who never had access to
school across Nigeria and reached out to over 5000 children across 10
communities through various health and community support programs.
Otto holds a Bachelors Degree in Health Science/ Human Anatomy from
the University Of Port Harcourt and a Masters in project management
from CUPE UK and has studied social change at the United Nations
University for Peace in Costa Rica.
Growing up did you know you were going to make such a difference to
young lives? Where did the passion come from?
Right from when I was young I had always had a passion to help people
and my dad realised that and advised me to become a doctor. I began
running development and community projects since my secondary school
days. I was the health prefect back in school attending to health needs
and during my university days I did several projects on HIV/AIDS
awareness, Cancer and I even had to study French and travel to some
African countries where I also worked with developmental organisations
to create social impact. I always had the passion to serve.
Who were your mentors?
I have always been inspired by individuals who had lived a selfless life in a
quest to making the world a better place for posterity. Some of these
leaders like Mahatma Ghandi, Nelson Mandela and even Jesus Christ in
the bible have been role models who have inspired me to keep doing
more for others.
How did you get started?
Starting for me was a huge challenge back then. Firstly the fear of quitting
my job, the fear of what my parents and friends would say and the
resources to do what we set out to achieve were the major threats.
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But I had a strong conviction that my life would be more fulfilling if I helped
those children get education. I apparently couldn’t do it alone and I sincerely
appreciate certain individuals and friends who believed
so much in the vision and gave their total support to the cause. Since
inception we have had thousands of volunteers and it’s really been amazing.
What has been your most memorable Slum2School achievement?
I would say two different experiences were very memorable.
The day of our first enrolment ceremony where we had 118 children being
enrolled into schools for the first time. There were several guests, volunteers
and their caregivers and at some point many of the caregivers and parents
including some guest started crying when they saw their children put on
school uniforms for the first time. It was very emotional and it really showed
how much impact we had just created. Secondly was during the 2012 National
Youth Service passing out parade ceremony in June 2012, when I received the
Lagos State Governor’s award as the most outstanding corps member out of
about 9000 others. It was a great motivation and that made me decide to
keep the vision ahead of my personal goals.
How will LPS’s affiliation with Slum2School teach our children about less
fortunate children? I do a lot of mentorship program for children and I believe
that every child needs to know the importance of community service. It’s the
best way to bring up a child and think as a school it is one of the best decisions
that can be made because these experiences will shape the minds of the
children and give them a more reason to appreciate the opportunities they
have. Like the saying goes, Train up a child, the way he/she should go. I think
this is the best time to do so.
How did you learn how to manage the business side of your charity?
Every day we keep learning and for me it has been an experience developed
on the job. I have done several programs with institutions and universities
abroad and I also work closely with so many professional volunteers who have
various experiences to offer.
What attributes are you looking for in Slum2School volunteers?
Passion to serve, Commitment to results, Love for others, Empathy and
Selflessness.
Where do you want to take Slum2School in the next 3 years?
I think Slum2School right now is a shared vision and as an organization we
want to see ourselves in many more new states in Nigeria and across Africa
providing quality education to disadvantaged children. We want to create long
lasting legacies and sustainable impact.
Thank you for talking to us Otto!

